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Female scientists blaze paths for future generations in
3M documentary, "Not the Science Type"
- 3M's documentary debuted at special screening during Tribeca Festival
- Film aims to address the stereotypes that inhibit women from entering STEM fields
- Study finds 87% of people agree we need to do more to keep women and girls
encouraged and engaged in STEM education

ST. PAUL, Minn., June 21, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- 3M (NYSE: MMM) recently premiered a new documentary film,
"Not the Science Type," aimed at addressing negative stereotypes and the need for greater diversity, equity,
and inclusion in the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields. The film, produced by 3M in
partnership with Generous Films and the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), features
four female scientists who challenge these stereotypes, confronting discrimination as they rise to prominence in
their fields of science.

 

 

 

"Not the Science Type" relays a message of hope and inspiration for future generations as these women
overcome inherent biases and break through boundaries to show all that is possible. The film debuted at a
private screening hosted by comedian, television host, actress, author, and former electrical engineer Loni Love
during the 2021 Tribeca Festival and is now available on Apple TV and Google Play.

"With 3M's long history of helping to provide the access, tools, and knowledge students and teachers need to
succeed in STEM, we are proud of this documentary film and remain dedicated to closing the gaps for
underrepresented groups in STEM and skilled trades," said Dr. Denise Rutherford, senior vice president and
chief corporate affairs officer, 3M. "This year 3M announced a new global, education-focused goal of creating
five million unique STEM and skilled trades learning experiences for underrepresented individuals by the end of
2025. "Not the Science Type" is yet another step in the direction to supporting more equitable representation in
STEM fields."

"Not the Science Type" was created to spark a conversation about STEM equity and inclusion and to raise
awareness of the impact on underrepresented communities and groups. Inspired by insights revealed in the
annual 3M State of Science Index, a global original research study that confirms girls and women in STEM
continue to face obstacles because of their gender, amongst other barriers. The study found 59% of people say
women and girls are discouraged from pursuing a STEM education more than men and boys.  And 87% of people
agree we need to do more to encourage and keep women and girls engaged in STEM education. By highlighting
these four brilliant minds, the film showcases women breaking down boundaries within their fields – including
biology, engineering, and science and technology-based applications and their hopes to inspire the future
generation of women scientists and communicators.

Gitanjali Rao, TIME Magazine's Kid of the Year 2020, is a 15-year-old inventor who is on a mission to inspire and
create a global community of young innovators to solve problems all over the world.
Dr. Ciara Sivels, a nuclear engineer with Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory, and the first Black woman to
earn a Ph.D. in nuclear engineering from the University of Michigan, and an AAAS If/Then ambassador.
Dr. Jessica Taaffe, global health scientist, microbiologist, and an AAAS If/Then ambassador.
Dr. Jayshree Seth, chemical engineer and 3M's chief scientist advocate, with 72 patents to her name.
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"AAAS is proud to partner with 3M to highlight the amazing stories of Gitanjali Rao, Dr. Sivels, Dr. Taaffe, and Dr.
Seth," says Sudip Parikh, CEO of AAAS. "We look forward to elevating these women, and all women, across the
scientific enterprise."

"Not the Science Type" is directed by documentary filmmaker Julio Palacio and produced by Christine Arena (Let
Science Speak, When the Earth Moves). Produced by 3M and Generous Films. To learn more about "Not The
Science Type" visit https://www.3m.com/3M/en_US/state-of-science-index-survey/not-the-science-type/.

About 3M
At 3M, we apply science in collaborative ways to improve lives daily as our employees connect with customers
all around the world. Learn more about 3M's creative solutions to global challenges at www.3M.com or on
Twitter @3M or @3MNews.
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