3M News Center

3M and SGA Settle Patent Dispute Relating to Paint
Spray Technology

ST. PAUL, Minn. & WORCESTER, Mass.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--3M Company and Saint-Gobain Abrasives Inc. and
their respective affiliates have settled a long-standing patent dispute in Europe that related to paint spraying
technology and included infringement actions brought by 3M under several European patents against Saint-
Gobain Abrasives in Germany and in France and corresponding nullity actions by Saint-Gobain Abrasives in
Germany, nullity counter-claims in France and oppositions before the European Patent Office. The patents
enforced by 3M included EP1961488 B1, EP 1,366,823 B1, EP 2,090,372 B1 and EP 2,090,373 B1 all of which
relate to 3M’s Paint Preparation System (PPS™) technology. Saint-Gobain Abrasives supplies a variety of
products under its “Norton Paint Systems” (NPS) brand.

The settlement concluded between 3M and Saint-Gobain Abrasives includes the resolution of all disputes and a
release of Saint-Gobain’s NPS products under 3M’s paint spray technology related patents.

About 3M

At 3M, we apply science in collaborative ways to improve lives daily. With $33 billion in sales, our 93,000
employees connect with customers all around the world. Learn more about 3M’s creative solutions to the
world’s problems at www.3M.com or on Twitter @3M or @3MNews.

About Saint-Gobain

Saint-Gobain designs, manufactures and distributes materials and solutions which are key ingredients in the
wellbeing of each of us and the future of all. They can be found everywhere in our living places and our daily
life: in buildings, transportation, infrastructure, and in many industrial applications. They provide comfort,
performance and safety while addressing the challenges of sustainable construction, resource efficiency and
climate change. Saint-Gobain operates in 68 countries with sales of €41.8 billion in 2018 and more than
180,000 employees. www.saint-gobain.com.
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