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Discovery Education and 3M Search for America's 2016
Top Young Scientist

-- Next Generation of STEM Leaders Invited to Solve the Challenges of Tomorrow and Compete for $25,000 in
the Annual Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge --

-- Through One-of-a-Kind Summer Mentorship, 3M Scientists Will Provide Guidance and Support to Student
Finalists as They Develop an Innovative Solution that Improves Lives --

Discovery Education and 3M are proud to announce the opening of the annual Discovery Education 3M Young
Scientist Challenge, the nation’s premier science competition for students in grades 5-8.  Through the program,
young inventors have the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to work closely with a 3M Scientist Mentor, compete for
$25,000, and earn the title of “America's Top Young Scientist.”

The Challenge rewards students who use their science acumen and innovative thinking to create new ways to
solve the issues we face every day. Hannah Herbst, who won last year for her energy probe prototype that
seeks to offer a stable power source to developing countries, entered the contest because she wanted to help
her 9-year-old pen pal living in Ethiopia who lacks a reliable source of power and electricity.

“The Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge provided so many amazing opportunities - from
working with my 3M Scientist Mentor, to bonding with nine other amazing finalists and spending three days at
the 3M Innovation Center,” said Herbst. “The Challenge taught me the importance of the three C’s of science –
creativity, collaboration and communication – as well as embracing failure as an opportunity for learning. It was
an amazing experience that I will never forget! “

Any student in grades 5-8 can enter the contest by creating a one to two-minute video communicating the
science behind a new innovation or solution that could solve or impact an everyday problem.

Video entries will be evaluated based on their creativity, scientific knowledge, persuasiveness and overall
presentation. Ten finalists will then be chosen to participate in an exclusive mentorship program where they will
work closely with a 3M scientist. During the program, finalists will be challenged to develop an innovation that
positively impacts them, their family, their community or the global population. The students will meet virtually
with their mentors and will receive additional resources and support from 3M and Discovery Education. Each
finalist will also receive a trip to the 3M Innovation Center in St. Paul, Minn., to compete at the final event in
October 2016.

All video entries must be submitted online at www.youngscientistchallenge.com no later than April 20, 2016.
Videos will not be judged on production skills and may be recorded on cell phones or basic digital cameras.

“Turning ideas into reality is what 3M scientists do every day,” said Jon Lindekugel, senior vice president of
business development and marketing-sales at 3M.  “The Young Scientist Challenge is designed to inspire the
next generation of science leaders by enabling them to see the practical applications of science and how their
inventions can be used to improve lives.”

Since its inception, the Young Scientist Challenge has awarded hundreds of thousands of dollars in student
scholarships and prizes, paired students with world-renowned scientists to give them real-world insights and
delivered much-needed science resources to millions of students, teachers and families across the country.
Previous winners have met the President of the United States, addressed members of Congress, worked with the
nation’s top scientists and been featured in Forbes magazine’s annual “30 Under 30” list.

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.3m.com/
http://www.youngscientistchallenge.com/
http://www.youngscientistchallenge.com/


“The Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge allows our nation’s next generation of innovators to
interact and be mentored by world-renowned scientists, and inspires interest in the wonders of science,” said
Nancy Addison, Director of PreK-12 STEM Education, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. “This unique partnership
between Discovery Education and 3M encourages scientific exploration among America's youth and helps
cultivate important skills to help students succeed in college, career and life.”

For more information on the Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge, including submission
guidelines, tips from previous winners and complete rules, please visit: www.youngscientistchallenge.com.

About 3M
At 3M, we apply science in collaborative ways to improve lives daily. With $32 billion in sales, our 90,000
employees connect with customers all around the world. Learn more about 3M’s creative solutions to the
world’s problems at www.3M.com or on Twitter @3M or @3MNewsroom.

About Discovery Education
Discovery Education is the global leader in standards-based digital content for K-12, transforming teaching and
learning with award-winning digital textbooks, multimedia content, professional development, and the largest
professional learning community of its kind. Serving 3 million educators and over 30 million students, Discovery
Education’s services are in half of U.S. classrooms, over 40 percent of all primary schools in the UK, and more
than 50 countries. Discovery Education partners with districts, states and like-minded organizations to captivate
students, empower teachers, and transform classrooms with customized solutions that increase academic
achievement. Discovery Education is powered by Discovery Communications (NASDAQ: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK),
the number one nonfiction media company in the world. Explore the future of education
at www.discoveryeducation.com.
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