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UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office Chooses 3M to
Deliver Biometric Passports
The UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) announced today it has appointed 3M to develop, test and
implement the UK's first biometric passport issuance system. The new system will use biometric technology to
prevent multiple passports from being issued to the same person under different identities.

3M will equip 104 British Embassies, Consulates and High Commissions around the world with new passport
issuance systems that can identify biometric information. One in 10 British passports are issued outside of the
UK and the new web-based 3M Identity Document Issuance System will ensure that these passports are as
secure as those issued in the UK by the UK Passport Office.

The development of the new secure passports follows standards set by the International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) which recommends facial recognition as the primary biometric for travel documents.

British passports issued outside the UK beginning January 2006 will include facial recognition and individual
demographic data in a microchip. Structural dimensions of facial features will be taken from passport
photographs and converted into unique digital data on the chip. The chip also will include the individual's
demographic data including name, age and birthplace.

"The FCO's pioneering work to ensure that multiple travel documents are not issued to the same person will be
supported by 3M delivering a tailored technology solution. This is just the beginning. To complete the journey,
all UK issued passports must become biometric," said David Cook, general manager, 3M Safety and Security
Division.

"Secure identity documentation is increasingly important given today's focus on improving border controls,"
said Paul Siezland, director of Consular Services, FCO. "3M has a detailed understanding of biometric technology
and a track record in secure document issuance spanning 15 years, including an earlier project for the FCO to
issue machine readable passports throughout British Embassies, Consulates and High Commissions."

For more than 30 years, 3M has provided premier security products that track, identify, authenticate and
secure. Drawing on its broad technology base and expertise, 3M creates solutions for a wide array of security
needs, such as issuance and authentication of travel documents and personal identification cards; brand and
asset protection solutions to fight tampering and counterfeiting; and file and library security, tracking and
workflow management solutions.

About 3M - A Global, Diversified Technology Company

Every day, 3M people find new ways to make amazing things happen. Wherever they are, whatever they do, the
company's customers know they can rely on 3M to help make their lives better. 3M's brands include Scotch,
Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate, Scotch-Brite, Filtrete, Command and Vikuiti. Serving customers in more than
200 countries around the world, the company's 67,000 people use their expertise, technologies and global
strength to lead in major markets including consumer and office; display and graphics; electronics and
telecommunications; safety, security and protection services; health care; industrial and transportation. For
more information, including the latest product and technology news, visit www.3M.com.

Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate, Scotch-Brite, Filtrete, Command and Vikuiti are trademarks of 3M.
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